
Nursing Programs Pathway

Do you have a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Nursing (BS in 

Nursing or BSN)?

Do you want to be an 
APRN (Nurse 
Practitioner)?

Apply to the Post-BS to 
DNP Program

START HERE

YES

Apply to the PhD 
Program

Do you have a 
Bachelor’s Degree in a 
discipline other than 

Nursing?

NO

NO

Are currently enrolled in 
an undergraduate 

(Bachelor’s) program?

Have you completed your 
General Education and 
nursing prerequisites?

YES
Are you close to 
graduating in the 

Bachelor’s program?
YES

Do you have a Master’s 
Degree in Nursing (MSN)?

YES

Are you an APRN (Nurse 
Practitioner, Clinical Nurse 

Specialist, Nurse 
Executive, Nurse Educator, 

or Nurse Midwife)?

YES NO

NO

Do you want to be an 
APRN (Nurse 
Practitioner)?

Apply to the Post-BS 
to DNP Program

Apply to the PhD Program

NO

YES

YES

Towards which do you 
prefer to focus your 

doctoral work?

Do you also want to 
specialize in 

Psychiatric Mental 
Health Nurse 
Practitioner?

Apply to the MECN 
Program

YES

NO

Do you have an 
Associate’s Degree in 

Nursing?

After you complete 
General Education and 
nursing prerequisites, 
you may be eligible to 

apply to the BS 
Transfer Program  

NONO

We recommend you to 
apply to a RN-to-BSN 
Bridge Program at a 
different institution

YES

You may be eligible to 
apply to the BS Program 

at UCLA

NO

You may be eligible to 
apply to the BS Transfer 

Program 
NO

YES

After you complete 
your Bachelor’s 

Degree, apply to the 
MECN program  

NO

Apply to the Post-
Master’s Psychiatric 
Mental Health Nurse 
Practitioner Program

YES

DEGREES
BS – Bachelor’s of Science with a major in Nursing 
BSN – Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing
MS –  Master’s of Science
MSN – Master’s of Science in Nursing
PhD – Doctor of Philosophy

DNP – Doctor of Nursing Practice

PROGRAMS

BS – Bachelor’s of Science with a major in Nursing
RN-to-BSN – Registered Nurse-to-Bachelor’s of 
Science in Nursing (not available at UCLA)
MECN – Master’s Entry Clinical Nursing MSN 
Program
PhD – Doctor of Philosophy
Post-BS to DNP – APRN/DNP program for BSNs 
Post-Master’s Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse 
Practitioner Program – Certificate program for 

Master’s-prepared APRNs

RESEARCH

CLINICAL PRACTICE

Apply to the Post-BS 
to DNP Program
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